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MEDIA RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 11th, 2008
Contact: Mary Dodd, (512) 414-0326, (512) 350-7728
ECHO Spotlights Austin Homelessness Nov. 15-21

Weeklong activities designed to inspire Austin to become

a community fiercely focused on ending homelessness.
Austin, TX-As part of National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week, the Ending Community Homelessness (ECHO) Coalition will spotlight issues surrounding homelessness in Austin and Travis County through a series of events the week of Nov. 15-21.

“Homelessness touches the lives of every one of us in some way every day,” said ECHO Chair Ed McHorse. “As a caring community, it’s time we focus on finding true answers to address the issue rather than seeking ways to simply cope with it.”

Last year, there were nearly 7,000 homeless individuals receiving services in the Austin area.  The most commonly cited reason for homelessness in Austin is unemployment or an inability to pay rent or mortgage.  Other surprising facts about Austin’s homeless population include:


· Every day, there are more than 3,000 homeless individuals on Austin streets and two-thirds of them are unable to find shelter.

· 20 percent of the Austin homeless population is female – with about half under the age of 21.

· The Austin Independent School District has reported that almost 2,000 of its students were affected by homelessness in 2007, a 27% increase over 2006.

· Almost one in three of the people who solicit donations on Austin’s streets have served our country in the U.S. military.

“Every member of the ECHO Coalition believes the people of Austin are committed to ending homelessness,” said McHorse. “Events during National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week provide an opportunity not just to begin a dialogue, but to initiate action that will truly change lives in our community.”

National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week will culminate on Friday, Nov. 21, with the ECHO “Community Forum on Homelessness” at St. David’s Episcopal Church, 304 East 7th Street.  The forum is designed to engage elected officials, private corporations, foundations, neighborhood associations, housing developers, faith communities, law enforcement and community leaders in identifying new strategies to end, rather than manage, homelessness.

Scheduled events for National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week include:

· Saturday, Nov. 15

· Homelessness Week Launch News Conference
Pan Am Recreation Center, 2100 East 3rd Street, 9:00 a.m.
ECHO formally launches National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week with news conference to highlight issues currently facing Austin and Travis County.


· Stand Down
Pan Am Recreation Center, 2100 East 3rd Street, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Originally designed to specifically assist homeless veterans, Stand Down brings together in one site a range of public and private services, information and assistance for all homeless individuals to help them transition from the streets and shelters back into the community. 


· Art from the Streets – ARCH, 500 East 7th Street, Noon-5 p.m.
Art From the Streets is a volunteer-driven program providing a safe and encouraging environment for Austin’s homeless to create art.  Original artwork will be featured with sales proceeds going to the exhibiting artists.
· Sunday, Nov. 16

· Homelessness Sunrise Memorial Service
Auditorium Shores, 6:57 a.m.
City Councilmember Sheryl Cole and singer Sarah Hickman will join a remembrance of the people who have lived and died on Austin’s streets over the past year.

· Art from the Streets
ARCH, 500 East 7th Street, Noon-5 p.m.
Art From the Streets is a volunteer-driven program providing a safe and encouraging environment for Austin’s homeless to create art.  Original artwork will be featured with sales proceeds going to the exhibiting artists.
· Monday, Nov. 17

· Blanket Drive for the Homeless
ARCH, 500 East 7th Street
Front Steps, the non-profit manager of the ARCH, will be accepting donations of new or gently used sleeping bags and blankets, in any size or color, at 500 East Seventh Street. Blankets are distributed on nights that it falls below 50 degrees.


· Tuesday, Nov. 18

· Travis County Proclamation
Travis County Commissioners Court, 314 West 11th Street, 9 a.m.
Commissioners will formally proclaim Nov. 15-21 as National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week in Travis County.


· Movie Night: “Kicking It!” and “Sno Cone”
Alamo Drafthouse South, 1120 South Lamar, 6 p.m. 
Movie Night will include “Kicking It!” with comments by Austin’s Homeless Street Soccer team and coach, a short documentary called “A Second Chance,” and the feature film “Sno Cone” with comments by writer/director Travis Knapp. 
· Wednesday, Nov. 19

· Turn “Hungry Holidays” into “Happy Holidays”
Austinites are encouraged to donate time, money or food to Capital Area Food Bank, Caritas or the food bank in your church or neighborhood.

· Thursday, Nov. 20

· Signs of Homelessness: “Do You Know…?” Awareness Event
Austin Streets, 7-9 AM and 4-6 PM.
Community volunteers will stand on selected street corners to provide Austin drivers with facts about homelessness in our community.


· City of Austin Proclamation
Austin City Council, Austin City Hall, 5:30 p.m.
City will formally proclaim Nov. 15-21 as National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week in Austin.

· Friday, Nov. 21

· ECHO Community Forum on Homelessness
St. David’s Episcopal Church, 304 East 7th Street, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Formed in 2007, ECHO is a coalition of more than 70 organizations and community members, including Caritas of Austin.  The community planning partnership is committed to providing leadership that engages policy makers and the community to end homelessness in Austin and Travis County. 

Caritas provides a service continuum for those experiencing poverty that begins with a safety net and links them to resources to achieve self-sufficiency. This year, Caritas will serve over 20,000 adults and children as Travis County’s largest source of non-governmental assistance for low-income families. To learn more about the ECHO Coalition, its mission and National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week, or Caritas please visit www.AustinECHO.org. or www.caritasofaustin.org.
Click here to find the latest facts and figures regarding Homelessness 

